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Housing Specialist #2 - Phone
Hello, my name is (Your Name) and I am a constituent of Senator/Delegate (Last Name). May I speak with them or a legislative aid about the importance of addressing the shortage of services for individuals with brain injury?
*Once you are connected with the LA or legislator*
 Hello, my name is (Your Name) and I am a constituent of Senator/Delegate (Last Name).  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Nearly 300,000 Virginians are disabled as a result of brain injury; current levels of state supported funding to provide community based brain injury services is $6.7 million or $6.02 per person.
The reason I care about this is because… (this is where you tell your story…tell them why you care. Describe a program you attend or a service you get and how it helps you.  If you are writing from an area where programs have wait lists, or where there are no services available, explain how those services could make a difference in your life).
This year, we are asking for $1,125,000 to create a “Housing Specialist” position at each state funded community based brain injury program. The shortage in housing and support options for individuals with disabilities has reached crisis proportions; 41% of the people who called the Brain Injury Association of Virginia (BIAV) last year told us housing was one of their top 3 needs. The BIAV has seen a 60% increase in the number of calls we receive for housing related assistance; 66% of state funded brain injury programs report an increase in the calls they receive; 25% said it is a significant increase, 41% report a small increase, 33% report about the same. 
Thank you for taking a moment to consider my comments. If you have any questions or would like more information about the points I have raised, feel free to contact the Brain Injury Association of Virginia at info@biav.net. 
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