
 

  HEADING FORWARD 
A Brain Injury Rehabilitation Conference 

Thursday, April 30, 2020 
7:30 - 8:30 a.m. Registration, Continental Breakfast Exhibits Open 

8:30 - 9:00 a.m. Welcome and Introductions  
Blue Ridge Ballroom 

9:00 - 10:15 a.m. Mitch Rosenthal Memorial Lecture and Award Presentation 
What’s Really Changed in Three Decades of Cognitive Rehabilitation? 

McKay Sohlberg, Ph.D., CCC-SLP 
Communication Disorders & Science Director 

University of Oregon 

 Blue Ridge Ballroom 

10:15 - 10:30 a.m. Break, Exhibits  

Workshop Topics Neurobehavioral 
Workshop 

Cognitive Intervention 
Workshop 

 

Emerging Research  
Workshop 

10:30 - 12:30 p.m.  
 

 
 
 

Gordon J. Horn, Ph.D. 
National Deputy Director of 

Clinical Outcomes, 
NeuroRestorative 

 
Optimizing Outcomes in 

Cognitive Rehabilitation Using 
Person-Centered Goal Setting 

 
McKay Sohlberg, Ph.D., CCC-SLP 

Communication Disorders & 
Science Director, 

University of Oregon 

 
Engaging in Work & School Using 

Emerging Technology - A Hands on 
Experience 

 
Melissa Oliver, OTR/L 

Assistive Technology Program 
Coordinator,  McGuire VA Medical 

Center  

12:30 - 1:00 p.m.  Exhibits, Buffet Lunch 

1:00 - 2:00 p.m. Pituitary Dysfunction Following Traumatic Brain Injury 
Tamara L. Wexler, MD, Ph.D. 
NYU Langone Medical Center 

Blue Ridge Ballroom 

Breakout Session 
Topics  

Supporting Families 
and Caregivers 

Neurocognitive and 
Neurobehavioral 

Emerging Research 

2:00 - 3:15 p.m.  
Improving Resilience 

after Brain Injury for the 
individual, the Family 

and the Couple 
Kristin Graham, Ph.D., Ana 

Mills, PsyD LCP; Jeffrey 
Kreutzer, Ph.D., LCP 

VCU 

Shenandoah C 
 

 
Understanding and Changing 
Problem Behaviors After TBI 

 
Thomas Novack, Ph.D.  

The University of Alabama at 
Birmingham 

Shenandoah AB 
 

 
Traumatic Brain Injury and Aging 

 
Mark J. Ashley, SC.D., CCC-SLP, CCM, 

CBIST 
Founder and CEO of Centre for Neuro 

Skills 

Blue Ridge DE 

 

3:15 - 3:30 p.m. Break, Exhibits  

3:30 - 4:45 p.m.  
Family Strong: Strength 
Based Parenting after 

Brain Injury 
Carolyn Hawley Ph.D., C.R.C. 
Amy Armstrong, Ph.D., C.R.C 

VCU 

Shenandoah C 
 

 
Functional Neurologic 

Symptom Disorders and TBI 
Nathan Zasler, MD, FAAPM&R, 

FACRM, FAADEP, DAAPM , Woody 
Beach, Ph.D., CCC-SLP 

 

Shenandoah AB 
 

 
Creation of a Transdisciplinary 
Clinical Practice Guideline for 
Inpatient Rehabilitation for 

Persons Status-Post TBI 
Amber Walter PT, DPT NCS, Elizabeth 

Drake RT and Brie Kilmartin, TBI 
Program Therapy Manager 
Sheltering Arms Institute 

Blue Ridge DE 

5:00 p.m. “Celebrating Brain Injury Research, Recovery and Resilience” 
Blue Ridge ABC 



 

 

HEADING FORWARD 
A Brain Injury Rehabilitation Conference 

May 1, 2020 
7:45 - 8:30 a.m. Registration (Day 2 registrants only), Breakfast, Exhibits Open 

8:30 - 9:00 a.m. Welcome and Introductions 
Blue Ridge Ballroom   

9:00 - 10:00 a.m.   Neurophysiological Optimization in Disease Management Following Traumatic Brain Injury 
Mark J. Ashley, SC.D., CCC-SLP, CCM, CBIST  
Founder and CEO of Centre for Neuro Skills 

Blue Ridge Ballroom 

10:00 - 10:30 a.m.  
Site Visit  

Sheltering Arms Institute  
(Must pre-register) 

 

Break, Exhibits 

10:30 - 12:00 p.m. Ethics Session 
Heading Forward Ethically: Ethical Decision-Making 

and Brain Injury Rehabilitation 
Christine A. Reid, Ph.D., C.R.C. 

Virginia Commonwealth University 

Blue Ridge Ballroom   
12:00 - 1:00 p.m. Exhibits, Buffet Lunch 

Breakout Session 
Topics  

Supporting Families and 
Caregivers 

Neurocognitive and 
Neurobehavioral 

Emerging Research 

1:00 - 2:15 p.m.  
Unhelpful, and Sometimes 

Harmful: Stigma enacted by 
healthcare Providers and 

psychotherapists Against People 
with Brain Injury and their 

Families 
 

Angela Adler 
PhD Student, Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation Policy Research Scholar  

 
Cognitive Retraining: 

Restoration Versus 
compensation for Enhancing 

Functionality 
 

Ramaswamy Kavitha 
Perumparaichallai Ph.D. 

Erin Piper Psy.D. 
Barrow Neurologic Institute 

 

 
Managing Vestibular Symptoms 
after Concussion in the Pediatric 

Population 
 

Ryan Lockwood, MS, PT, CSCS & Pat 
Stevens, OT/L 

2:15 - 2:45 p.m. Break, Exhibits  

2:45 - 3:45 p.m. Return to Driving Following Moderate-Severe TBI: Who, When and Why 
Thomas Novack, PhD.  

The University of Alabama at Birmingham 

Blue Ridge Ballroom   

3:45 - 5:00 p.m.  
Collaborating with Families to 
Manage Sequelae After Brain 

Injury 
 

Erin Sesemann Ph.D., LMFT, CBIS; 
Natalie Richardson, MS 

Doctoral Candidate, East Carolina 
University 

  

 
Integrative Cognitive 

Rehabilitation and 
Psychotherapy for Brain Injury 
with Co-Occurring issues: An 

Overview 
 

Mark Pedrotty, Ph.D.  
University of New Mexico 

 
Brain Injury Clubhouses and their 

Effects on Neurobehavioral 
Functioning and Participation: 
Results from a Landmark three 

Year Research Study on ABI 
Clubhouses 

 
Ron Seel, Ph.D., FACRM, VCU  

Jason Young, M.S., CBIS, Community 
Brain Injury Services &  

Coleen McKay M.A., C.A.G.S. University 
of Massachusetts Medical School 

5:00 p.m. Adjourn 


